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GOALS OF THE PROGRAM

  • To encourage the development of self-reliant, capable people

  • To create a challenging academic program at all levels and competencies

  • To inspire a love of learning and help students acquire the tools necessary

  • To continue to learn effectively

  • To create a safe, nurturing atmosphere.

  • To encourage students to celebrate both what they have in common, and what    

     makes each of them unique

PHILOSOPHY
At the Upper Elementary level, teachers provide a wide-range approach to learning through a carefully prepared environment. WMS strongly supports mixed-age groupings and provides an integrated, individualized, and academically challenging program for the 9-11 year old. The curriculum enhances the individuality of the students, and appropriate learning materials meet their changing developmental needs in both academic growth and social sensitivity.  At this age, children have unlimited energy for research and exploration as evidenced by their questioning minds and their increasing ability to think abstractly.  Teachers guide the students as they work, both independently and cooperatively, to research, question, explain, and share their new knowledge with their community. Our emphasis is on the integration of our subject matter and to view our students as “explorers” as we lead them to abstract thinking across curriculum areas. We stress the interconnectivity and interdependence of their world so that children are able to understand their role in their community, how they fit in, and what their contribution can be. Our goal is to help each individual have the opportunity to build a strong sense of self.  Students are encouraged to think for themselves, find new and different methods of problem solving, and gain a growing awareness of the need for honest, trusting relationships with others.  Personal responsibility and independence are fundamental in WMS education. 

THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Structure


WMS provides a comprehensive core curriculum utilizing the Montessori method of teaching.   The classroom is a child centered, teacher guided learning environment. With emphasis on individuality, teachers support each child’s natural curiosity and love of learning.  In the Upper Elementary classes there are two grades.  Attempts are made to mix the groups in as many ways as possible including gender and ability.  Within each class, groups are based on the individual needs of the students.  All sub-groupings encourage socialization and peer teaching.  Small groups are formed and determined by interest and need.  


Subjects taught include:


    Language


    Mathematics and Geometry


    Geography


    Science


    History


    Spanish


    Music


    Art


    Physical Education/Yoga


    Technology


The day is organized so that students have opportunities for:

                        one on one instruction

                        small group instruction

                        whole group instruction



individual work



group work



daily assignments



long-term assignments



peer teaching



planning time



demonstrating mastery through



tests, projects, and presentations

Daily Schedule



8:10 to 8:20

Students arrive 



8:30 to 12:00

Classes


          12:00 to 12:30

Recess


          12:30 to 1:00           
Lunch



1:00 to 3:10        
Classes



3:10

            Dismissal



(See your child’s schedule for specific classes and times)

Please make sure that your child arrives in time to prepare for the day.  Classes begin promptly at 8:30 A.M.  It’s uncomfortable for the child who is late and disruptive to the rest of the class.  Similarly, prompt pickup at the end of the day is equally important for the students and the teachers who may need to leave at 3:15 or 5:00 P.M. 

When planning vacation time, it is important that you to follow the school’s calendar to insure academic continuity for the Upper Elementary program.  Absences should only occur due to illness or unavoidable family commitments.

CURRICULUM AREAS

Language

The language curriculum is designed to guide students in developing and expressing their own thoughts and points of view.  Grammar, language mechanics, and sentence analysis are reviewed and refined through the use of Montessori grammar materials and teacher made materials to reinforce weekly class presentations. Spelling and vocabulary skills are similarly included in the weekly class routine. Another key area in our language curriculum emphasizes reading skills: developing reading comprehension strategies and critical thinking skills, and literature/novel studies during which students are asked to analyze and synthesize the literary elements for class discussions.  Children’s writing skills are expanded through a process to include creative, expository, persuasive, and research writing, and poetry. Class work is structured to provide the practice for developing and strengthening each student’s writing, the exchanging of ideas, and the development of oral skills. Storytelling, reading, and writing poetry help children engage in a variety of activities that expand their knowledge and enjoyment of language. 

Mathematics   

According to our educational approach, all new concepts are introduced with concrete manipulative materials. Using Montessori math materials, students concretely explore a math concept which then leads them to a better understanding of this work. The students are introduced to fraction and decimal concepts with these materials. The UE math program provides a foundation for understanding the four operations of whole numbers (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division), as well as the four operations of fraction and decimal numbers. Understanding word problems and critical thinking skills are also an integral part of the curriculum. Geometry lessons use Montessori concrete materials, designed for the developmental age of the child, to identify shapes, angles, to investigate equivalency relationships, and to calculate perimeter and surface area. Texts and workbooks such as Singapore Math for 4th & 5th year are used to reinforce concepts, practice math skills, and for problem-solving experiences.

Cultural

History: All work at this level is based on the notion of Fundamental Needs: all people must find ways to meet basic human needs: food, shelter, clothing, defense, transportation, and spiritual. Consistent with the Montessori approach to education, the study of history begins with commonality and develops into the study of the details from which the differences between people and cultures emerge. It begins with the study of Early Humans and ends with Modern Humans. Lessons celebrate human development and the cosmic role that humans have made in the history of our universe. The goal then is to define a specific culture and explore its influences on human life.  Students begin to appreciate the contributions of those who have come before them. They begin to understand how our own culture has developed its own characteristics and history within the context of a larger world history.

Science: The science program has a very clear goal: to use the tools of observation, isolation of information, sequencing, classifying, and investigating from a personal perspective to discover and share information. Biology is presented in an interdisciplinary way to help children explore the classification of the plant and animal kingdoms.  Vital functions of plants and animals are studied as a basic unifying feature of all life forms.   The purpose is to lead the student to an increasingly detailed understanding of the world and to enable each child to find his/her place in it.  The goal is for each student to develop increased respect and appreciation for the physical and natural world.

Geography: The Montessori geography curriculum organizes the student’s knowledge of the land, the planet, and its inhabitants.  The framework is the human’s relationship to the earth: how the basic needs of humans are met under varying geographic conditions, and how the social and physical sciences connect people and their environments. Study of continents and/or Imaginary Island work allow students to apply practical map and globe information as they create geographical environments and reinforce what they have learned.

Special Subjects

Spanish

The UE Spanish curriculum builds upon the vocabulary and basic sentence structure the students developed in the Lower Elementary levels.  There is an emphasis on conversation and writing, as well as the further understanding of grammar as it applies to the Spanish language.  Students continue to build their vocabulary through cultural studies, and gain more confidence as they begin to read and converse in Spanish.

Music

All 4th and 5th year students have music class once a week and attend chorus rehearsal every week as well.  During class and rehearsal, students are actively engaged in creating, performing and/or responding to music.  Students participate in activities such as playing recorder, sight-singing, performing on percussion instruments and the Orff Instrumentarium, singing songs of various cultures and historical periods, performing dances and exploring movement to music, and composing their own pieces.  

Art  

Art helps our students develop problem-solving skills and come up with creative solutions. They collaborate on projects which celebrate the cultures explored in the classroom.  The 4th and 5th year students have the opportunity to explore drawing, graphic design, collage, and painting in acrylic, tempera, and watercolor.  They also create sculptures from papier mache.

Physical Education and Yoga

The focus of the P.E. program is to develop confident, healthy, self-reliant, and fit students.  The physical fitness program helps the children learn about their bodies and understand the importance of developing healthy habits now.  Numerous activities help students develop their endurance, strength, flexibility, and agility.  Motor skills are taught in a clear, concise manner, and health and fitness are discussed regularly. Cooperative games help develop social skills associated with being in a group or team setting.  Students practice communicating with one another, using positive reinforcement, and contributing to the goal of the team. Sportsmanship helps the students understand the importance of doing one’s personal best.  Sports skills are taught through game-related play that gives each child the chance for practice and skill improvement at his/her own pace. 

Yoga serves our UE students by giving them an opportunity to relax, restore and rest their bodies and minds through yoga breathing, yoga postures, yoga games and deep relaxation. Through yoga practice they develop tools that strengthen their ability to focus, concentrate and center themselves making it easier to make healthy choices in all areas of their lives.

Technology

UE students increasingly use technology within the classroom.  Keyboarding is practiced and monitored throughout the year.  Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel are introduced and used in collaboration with topics that are being taught in the classroom.  Macintosh I-Life software is used and most enjoyed when the students do videography using Flip cameras and editing of videos using I-Movie.  Many students share their love of music when they create and share music with GarageBand.  Several online sites are used as tools for research of classroom studies, a favorite being Google Earth. The Upper El lab computers also have software that are favorites to use for skill building: Turbo Math Facts, Clock Shop, and Coin Critters to name a few.  

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

The UE program demonstrates that learning and personal development occur best in a structured community that fosters and supports each student.  Teachers are committed to provide a framework that supports educational opportunities and encourages higher-level thinking.  We work hard to make each child feel recognized and valued and encourage each one to achieve his or her best.  Each teacher carefully observes and guides students on an ongoing basis to meet their ever-changing needs.


We expect each student to:


     • do the work assigned to the best of his or her ability


     • work respectfully with other students


     • schedule and complete work or make special arrangements when    

                   necessary

                 • commit 30-45 minutes per night (fourth year), or 45 minutes-1 hour  

                   per night (fifth year) to do their homework and reading

                 • learn to communicate difficulties to teachers so that they are better

                   able to facilitate each student’s success 

HOMEWORK

Homework is an important part of the Upper Elementary academic program. It reinforces information covered during the day and provides important practice time. When homework is missed, it is problematic for the student. Options to help a child complete his/her work might include doing the task before the lesson, staying in for recess, or taking the assignment home that night and bringing it in the next day. When homework is consistently missed, it is often helpful to arrange a conference so that a student-family-school agreement can be made to help the individual meet his or her responsibilities as expected.

Social Expectations

Relationships


 Students move toward a new, more mature awareness of their peer group. They assist each other, they share, and they encourage their schoolmates. We see students share a large part of their lives with each other, and we accept the responsibility to teach children the value of respect and courtesy, and help them develop more sensitivity, empathy, and honest self-expression.  We do our best to create an atmosphere that is physically and emotionally safe. Both physical and verbal abuse are considered serious offenses against the community.

Discipline


As at any age, transgressions of social expectations will occur.  As a staff, we try to use inappropriate behavior as an opportunity to help our students learn the consequences of their actions and then learn appropriate and respectful ways of handling situations. We will not allow students to continue in school if their behavior is continuously rude, disruptive, or harmful to others.


When misbehavior at school is reported to parents, the best course of action from the school’s point of view would be: a discussion about what happened, a clear parent-child message that such behavior isn’t acceptable, and a talk about what alternative actions could have been taken.  Parents need not impose additional consequences, as teachers are happy to work with families to refine home-school effectiveness.

Study Hall


As part of the Montessori After School Program (MAP), UE students have the opportunity to stay after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays for study hall.  This is a time when homework can be completed with or without the help of the adult on duty.  Students have a snack and a break before they work on their assignments.

FAMILY-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
Parent and Teacher Relationships 

Our success as a school, and our children’s success as students, requires that the school and its families work together.  Free and open communication is critical if we expect to support students to the best of their abilities.  Teachers are committed to maintaining communication with parents of the children in their class. This includes written notes, e-mails, voice mails, and planned time at conferences.  We ask that parents be in regular touch with any questions, concerns or observation about their child.

Conferences and Progress Reports

Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled twice each year in November and February. These are designed to be informative for both parents and teachers, and are an essential tool in developing frank and open communication between families and teachers. Schedules allotting 30 minutes for each conference are posted outside UE classrooms before the given date. Parents are expected to sign up for a conference and to ask their child’s teacher for another time if unable to attend on the conference day.

A mid-year assessment is written for the February conference. In addition, a thorough end-of-year progress report is mailed to parents in June.

Study

One of major ways that families can support students is by providing appropriate space and adequate time for them to complete their work. Families should expect students to have 45 minutes to 1 hour of homework each night including reading time. 

Parent Involvement

Parents are encouraged to get involved in other aspects of our program.  Time attending classroom nights, planning and cooking for Loaves and Fishes, and sharing special interests and expertise is always appreciated.
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