WASHINGTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Financial Aid 2012-2013

Information for Families

Thank you for your application/re-enrollment interest in Washington Montessori School for the 2012-13 school year. You may begin to apply for financial aid as described below. 

In order to make sure that you complete the financial aid process correctly, please read all of the instructions below carefully. To be eligible for consideration for financial aid, both new and returning families must complete applications by January 16, 2012. Applications received by January 15 will be given full consideration, anything received after the deadline will be considered if funds are available. 

Provided you have supplied all the information needed to SSS, we will communicate decisions about financial aid by the end of February 2012.

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION ONLINE
1. Starting on November 1, 2011, go to sss.nais.org/parents.

2. Click on the “Apply Now” button.

3. First-time aid applicants: Set up a Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) Online account using your e-mail address and a password, which will allow you to return to work on your PFS again before submitting it. Returning aid applicants: If you completed an online PFS application last year, use your e-mail address and existing password. If you have forgotten your password, click on “Forgot my password.”                     

4. Complete your PFS. (You only need to complete one PFS even if you have several children applying to independent schools.)

5. Submit and pay for the PFS ($35). This fee is nonrefundable.

6. Print out the Required Documents Cover Sheet to use when sending in the additional documents we require. Your submission confirmation page will link to a Required Documents Cover Sheet that is pre-populated with your information. Or to access your cover sheet any time, log into PFS Online and click on “Print Cover Sheet.”

7. At WMS we REQUIRE that you submit the following documents directly to SSS:

a. IRS Form 1040 for 2010 (only families applying for aid for the first time at WMS need to do this)

b. IRS Form 1040 for 2011
c.  All IRS Schedules for 2011
d. W2 and/or 1099 forms for 2011 

e.  Acknowledgment and Authorization Form (available on our website) This form gives the school permission to do a consumer check on applicants, acknowledges that all information submitted to the school is true and complete, and if an award is granted it acknowledges that it constitutes a confidential arrangement between the school and the applicant. 
f. An IRS form 4506T (available on our website) This form gives the school permission to receive 1040 information directly from the IRS, if necessary. It is the family’s responsibility to send taxes to SSS.
g. Business and Farm Statement (if you own a business or farm; this is available on the SSS website)
FINALLY, A FEW THINGS TO NOTE:
1. Financial Aid awards are based on your 2011 tax returns are contingent upon the Committee's receipt and review of the 2011 taxes.

2. WMS adds a salary value of $15,000 for a non-working spouse whose children are in school full-time. This amount will be added to SSS parents' contribution estimate to arrive at an adjusted parents' contribution estimate. 

3. Our school code is 2983 and should be listed in item 5 on the PFS form. 

4. Because we rely on information from SSS in making financial aid grants, it is very important that you fill out the form completely (including explanations of entries) and submit it by the due date. Please do not presume that SSS or WMS will understand things that are not clearly stated or explained. 

5. If you are divorced or separated both parents will need to fill out the PFS separately and supply tax forms.

6. Incomplete forms will be returned and the applicant will not be considered for aid until all information is received.
7. Late forms risk losing a chance for consideration.
In closing, I’d like to remind you that in order to be sure that you are considered for financial aid, you must fill out all forms carefully and completely and submit them as well as your Federal Tax Returns in a timely manner.  If you file for an extension with the IRS, please send the IRS form stating so directly to SSS in lieu of your tax return.

Fully realizing that this process can be daunting, I am here to help you if you have questions or concerns. Also, you can always call SSS Customer Service at (800) 344-8328 with any questions (M-F: 9am-8pm EST. Sat: 9am-4pm EST)

Laura Martin

Director of Enrollment

860-868-0551 x101

lmartin@washingtonmontessori.org
